Contemporary Personalities
the University curriculum, it was nevertheless at the University that he began to read eagerly and widely, and to bring into high cultivation the resources of what has been described as a " very elegant mind/'
He succeeded to his grandfather's Earldom during the year of his majority, and drank freely, but always very delicately, of the pleasures of life. He dined and danced—especially the Scotch Reel ; he raced and shot; he was an ardent theatre-goer and admitted leading actors to his friendship ; he drove his cab—with the exception of Lord Calthorpe he was the last to drive a cabriolet in the Park; he was in the innermost circle and counsels of the Maiiboro-cracy ; there were rumours of his engagement to the most famous and beautiful debutante of her day.
He seconded the address to the Throne, and strewed the Upper Chamber with su^h flowers of oratory as " I believe that if Jupiter were*to return to earth, and recommence the courtship of Danae, he would woo her in a shower of diplomatic circulars."
And then, rather unexpectedly, he begins to take himself seriously. He addresses the Edinburgh Philosophical Institution, and delivers quite a weighty speech ; he presides over the Social Science Congress at Glasgow; he learns his lessons in Liberalism through close acquaintance with such men as the artisans in the Clyde shipping works; and vows unswerving devotion to his emotional political father, Mr. Gladstone ; he goes to Canada—it was whispered (by those who did not know) on a secret mission —and the Canadian politicians said, "If this young man lives, he will be the Prime Minister of England."
And then in 1878 there comes the event which
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